Monday, November 10, 2003
Psalms 12:1 - 17:15

Have you ever had a day at work, or a day listening to the news, when you wonder if there is anyone left who respects God? Have you ever wondered if the world can possibly get any worse? These psalms air the frustration of a godly man who is in the midst of a day of frustration and discouragement. It seemed to him that the whole world was self-dominated and completely careless of the welfare of anyone but themselves.

Sometimes we feel like the world’s depravity is worse than it’s ever been, and it does seem that the hole in which the world is willing to function does get deeper with each generation. However, man’s desire to dominate others in favor of himself hasn’t changed in thousands of years. Contrary to some re-writers of history, ancient cultures (both advanced and “un-spoiled”) were not glorious bastions of innocence astonished at the evil Western European Christian cultures. Satan has been working in all nations and groups since the fall of Eden, hoping to draw as many as he can into the pursuit of sin.

This psalmist cites some of the problems of his time—oppression of the needy; bribe-takers and loan sharks; admiration of the wicked; the frustration of being faithful in the midst of “successful” unbelievers; gossips; lack of integrity; idolatry of all sorts.  

In contrast to these things the singer says that the godly person who avoids these actions and attitudes will be in God’s will and he will not “be shaken.”  As in Jesus’ parable of the wise man who built his house on a rock, the person who looks to God as his Guide will be stable. Like St. Paul he will learn contentment in any situation.

In Psalm 17 we hear a familiar refrain of the Old Testament. The psalmist professes his own righteousness. This is easier to understand if we remember that the singer is not saying that he is without sin, but that his relationship with God has not left his heart, nor has his desire to do God’s will.  He understands that God is his Protector and his Lord.[image: image1.png]



